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1. What is the problem that your project is trying to address?  Why is this problem worth solving? (5pts).
The problem in question is the effects of teenage pregnancies on academics. Teenage pregnancy refers to the pregnancy of a girl child below the age of twenty years. It is also referred to as adolescent pregnancy. A report by the Center for Disease Control (CDC) released in 2017 indicates that girls between 15-19 years gave birth to 194,377 children. The rate is decreasing but it poses a threat to teenage reproductive health for young girls. CDC reports that this rate is too high compared to other western countries. Girls at this age bracket are students and the probability that their academics will be impacted negatively by the pregnancy is high. Therefore, this is the main reason why the problem of adolescent pregnancies needs to be addressed and solved. In trying to solve the problem of pregnancies, it is important to note the causes to be addressed. The main cause of teenage pregnancies is inadequate sexual and reproductive health education, family and social pressure to marry, sexual violence, and inadequate access to teenage education. 


2. What are your hypotheses for the Class Research Project? (5 pts.)
Do teenage pregnancies lower the academic grades of teenage student mothers? 
School data indicates that adolescent pregnancies impact emotional behavior which hurts student's school attendance and academic performances. Teenage pregnancies lead to increased rates of school dropout, criminal activities, abortion, child neglect, and adjustment difficulties in school activities. At some point, the pregnant student has to drop out of school either to give birth or to take care of the infant baby. During this time, the academic calendar does not stop to wait for her. Missing education time defiantly lowers academic performance. Furthermore, the student suffers from emotional stress during and after the pregnancy period.

3. What are the variables the Class Research Project – includes both independent variables and the dependent variable? How is each variable operationally defined? (5 pts.)

The variables in the hypothesis are teenage pregnancy and academics. Teenage pregnancy is independent of academics but academic performance is influenced by the pregnancy status of the student. The statistics for teenage pregnancies can be form school and hospital records. Pregnancy cannot be hidden. Unless terminated before maturity, all birth records are kept by the hospital and registrar of births for a given state.  
Academic performance on the other hand depends on a variety of factors. Academic performance is a dependent variable, affected by the physical, emotional, and psychological status of the student. Performance data of this variable can be found in schools. Relating the performance of students affected with teenage pregnancies with those of students without pregnancy. The results can be visible the data is tabulated.


4. What is your method for testing your hypotheses? How do you plan to measure each variable? (5 pts.)
The hypothesis is tested through data collection. In this case, the data can be collected from two places; hospital data for teenage pregnancies and their corresponding school performance reports from the schools the girls attend. 

Procedure for Measuring Variables
a) Independents variable- Teenage pregnancies

Visit healthcare facilities in the area and record pregnancies and deliveries for girls between 14-19 years of age. Complete the data table below.
	Hospital
	Age 
	Pregnant 
	Deliveries 

	Hospital 1
	
	
	

	Hospital 2
	
	
	

	Hospital 3
	
	
	



b) Dependent variable-Academic Performance
After collecting data on teenage pregnancies, visit high schools and colleges in the area and compare the academic performance of students before and after the pregnancy period.  
	School 
	Number of students
	Performance before 
	Performance after 

	School 1
	
	
	

	School 2
	
	
	

	School 3
	
	
	



Comparing the data for the two sets of variables can help quantify the hypothesis as true or false. 
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